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Well its January again, a new slate, a new start and a new chance with 12 
months to excel.  We can start off with our competition images, they need to be 
completed by Feb. 19, 2010 and submitted to the Print Salon Committee. (See 
VPPA Website for Convention Schedule).  That’s less than seven weeks to 
complete our prints for competition. 
 
We can use the slow winter months to make improvements to our procedures, 
work flow methods and plan our marketing endeavors. This is a good time to 
review equipment for maintenance procedures and repairs. Now is the time to 
fix-up and paint the studio if needed.  Let’s get started on some self 
assignments and try some new ideas to improve our skills and knowledge. We 
can ask family and friends to model for us to try new ideas, develop new skills 
and have new images for promo items.  
 
Every day we need to take time with our families to relax, to read, to exercise 
and to pray. We need to have a goal to live each day to the fullest while still 
making a living.  Never with the intent that “someday” I will do all these things, 
we have to realize that someday may never come. Let’s not be a fatalist, 
however we can’t take chances that we won’t experience some of life’s 
treasures before our time is up.   
 
I would to end with a quote from Ray Kroc, founder of McDonald’s Corporation. 
”Luck is a dividend of work. The harder you work, the luckier you get”. 

  

Happy New Year 2010 
By Don Gardner 
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The purpose of a 

newsletter is to provide 

specialized information to 

a targeted audience. 

Newsletters can be a 

great way to market your 

product or service and 

also create credibility and 

build your organization’s 

identity among peers, 

members, employees, or 

vendors. 

First, determine the 

audience of the 

newsletter. This could be 

anyone who might benefit 

from the information it 

contains, for example, 

employees or people 

 
  

 

 
 
 

interested in purchasing a 

product or in requesting 

your service. 

You can compile a mailing 

list from business reply 

cards, customer 

information sheets, 

business cards collected 

at trade shows, or 

membership lists. You 

might consider purchasing 

a mailing list from a 

company. 

Next, establish how much 

time and money you can 

spend on your newsletter. 

These factors will help 

determine how frequently 

you publish the newsletter 

and its length. It’s 

recommended that you 

publish your newsletter at 

least quarterly so that it’s 

considered a consistent 

source of information. 

Your customers or 

employees will look 

forward to its arrival. 

Tidewater Officers 
 

Eric B. Green, CPP 
Governor 
(757) 423-2867 
ebgreen@cox.net 
 
Tracy McGee 
Lieutenant Governor 
(757) 513-0388 
tracy@mcgeephotography.com 

 
Don Gardner, AFP 
Treasurer 
(757) 826-2846 
dongardnerphotography 
@verizon.net 
 
Bobby Thigpen, Sr. 
Secretary 
(757) 538-9656 
bobby@thigpenphotography.
com 

 
Next Meeting: 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
 
Presented By   
Lisa Carter 
 
Monday, January 18th 
 
Cathy Benton 
Photography 
5709 Churchland Blvd. 
Suite D 
Portsmouth, VA   
484-1777 
 
7:00 pm social 
7:30 pm meeting 
  

Further Details on page 2 
 

VPPA TIDEWATER 

New Member Contest 
 

Between January 1st and March 15th, 2010 the Tidewater VPPA will be holding a new 
member contest. Bring a potential new member to the January or March meetings and you 

will be entered into a drawing for a half-day mentoring session with Tidewater's own Jeannie 
Hobbs-Klink of Hobbs Studio... 

 
To qualify, all guests must be fully eligible for one of the VPPA member classifications. 

Former members qualify as potential new members. For each guest you bring, you receive a 
chance in the drawing to be held at the March monthly meeting. 

 
What do your guests receive? The opportunity to join our esteemed professional photography 

association, which offers networking and mentorship with Virginia's finest professional 
photographers, local monthly opportunities to learn new skills from master photographers, a  

free yearly seminar and a free yearly convention featuring many of the world's most renowned 
photographers. 
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ñTo catch 

the 

readerôs 

attention, 

place an 

interestin

g 

sentence 

or quote 

from the 

story 

here.ò 

Our Speaker:  Lisa Carter 
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 The November 
meeting on November 20 is 
a print critique at Holman’s 
Studio, 1917 Laskin Road, 
#111, Virginia Beach.  
Directions to Holman’s 
Studio:  264 E towards the 
ocean.  Take the Laskin 
Road exit (#20); at the 
second stop light turn right; 
cross the service road and 
you will be at the parking lot.  
The social starts at 7:00 with 

the meeting at 7:30. 
Bring a CD with your 
prints for competition 
at the State 
Convention in 
February to receive 
input from the judges.  
The prints need to be 
8x10 at 72 to 100 dpi 
jpegs.  You can also 
bring prints of at least 
8x10.  The more 
ready your prints are 
for competition the 
more you can use the 
information from the 
judges.  Remember 
that presentation of 
the image can make 
a big difference for 
the overall 
presentation and 
especially the impact 
of the image.  Take a 
little time and 
complete the 
presentation that you 
think best enhances 
the image.  
  
 When I first 
started competing the 
hardest thing for me 
to figure out was how 
the judges actually 
judge.  Remember 
that a judge will not 
“take off” points for 
things that are wrong 
with an image.  The 
most important thing 
about the print is the 
initial impact or the 
“Wow” factor.  If the 
impact is not there 
then a judge may 
start noticing things 
that are wrong but if 
the impact really 
grabs the judges 
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mid for 
hosting 
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Holiday 
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She has won many awards for her photography, such as the Gold 
Award from the Roanoker Magazine as Roanoke’s Best 
Photographer.  She is also an active member of the VPPA, PPA, 
PPNC, and WPPI.  Lisa is married with two children, two 
stepchildren, and three grandchildren.  She resides in Sutherlin, 
VA. 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

 

JANUARY 
District Meeting 

Date:  Jan. 18, 2010 
 Place:  Cathy Benton 

Photography 
 

FEBRUARY 
Annual VPPA Convention 

Date:  Feb. 19-24, 2010 
Place: Hilton Richmond Hotel & 

Spa @ Short Pump 
12042 W. Broad Street 

Richmond, VA 

Directions 
 
Cathy Benton Photography 
5709 Churchland Blvd.  
Suite D 
Portsmouth, VA 
484-1777 
 
From I-264 take exit 5, US-
17, Frederick Boulevard.  
Turn left onto High Street 
West go 3.3 miles.  Turn 
slight right onto Churchland 
Boulevard.  The studio is on 
the left across from 
Popeye’s.  
  
From I-664 take exit 9, VA-
164 toward Portsmouth.  
Take Towne Point Rd. exit. 
Merge right onto Towne 
Point Road. Turn left onto 
Churchland Blvd.  The 
studio is approx. ¾ mile on 
the right. 
 

 

Lisa Carter is well-known for her children’s photography.  Lisa’s 
eye and heart for children and families is captured through the 
camera as you will see if you’ve ever gone to her website, 
www.photobylisa.com.   
 
Lisa says, “Keeping my business in my home has lots of appeal 
and advantages.  The children feel at ease and comfortable with 
me in this environment.  They have fun and remember the 
experience and most of all they want to come back!  This makes 
for beautiful images!  I have a wonderful outside studio (my 
backyard) that has endless photo opportunities as well.”   

Childrenõs Program 

 
 

 

 

Tidewater District Member Gets Kudos 

 for Volunteer Work 

 

http://www.photobylisa.com/

