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By Don Gardner

\Well its January again, a new slate, a new start and a new chance with 12
months to excel. We can start off with our competition images, they need to be
completed by Feb. 19, 2010 and submitted to the Print Salon Committee. (See
\VPPA Website for Convention Schedule). That’s less than seven weeks to
complete our prints for competition.

\We can use the slow winter months to make improvements to our procedures,
work flow methods and plan our marketing endeavors. This is a good time to
review equipment for maintenance procedures and repairs. Now is the time to
fix-up and paint the studio if needed. Let’s get started on some self
assignments and try some new ideas to improve our skills and knowledge. We
can ask family and friends to model for us to try new ideas, develop new skills
and have new images for promo items.

Every day we need to take time with our families to relax, to read, to exercise
and to pray. We need to have a goal to live each day to the fullest while still
making a living. Never with the intent that “someday” | will do all these things,
we have to realize that someday may never come. Let’s not be a fatalist,
however we can’t take chances that we won'’t experience some of life’s
treasures before our time is up.

| would to end with a quote from Ray Kroc, founder of McDonald’s Corporation.
"Luck is a dividend of work. The harder you work, the luckier you get”.

New Member Contest

Between January 1st and March 15th, 2010 the Tidewater VPPA will be holding a new
member contest. Bring a potential new member to the January or March meetings and you
will be entered into a drawing for a half-day mentoring session with Tidewater's own Jeannie
Hobbs-Klink of Hobbs Studio...

To qualify, all guests must be fully eligible for one of the VPPA member classifications.
Former members qualify as potential new members. For each guest you bring, you receive a
chance in the drawing to be held at the March monthly meeting.

What do your guests receive? The opportunity to join our esteemed professional photography
association, which offers networking and mentorship with Virginia's finest professional
photographers, local monthly opportunities to learn new skills from master photographers, a
free yearly seminar and a free yearly convention featuring many of the world's most renowned
photographers.




Upcoming Meetings:

JANUARY
District Meeting
Date: Jan. 18, 2010
Place: Cathy Benton
Photography

FEBRUARY
Annual VPPA Convention
Date: Feb. 19-24, 2010
Place: Hilton Richmond Hotel &
Spa @ Short Pump
12042 W. Broad Street
Richmond, VA

She has won many awards for her photography, such as the Gold
Award from the Roanoker Magazine as Roanoke’s Best
Photographer. She is also an active member of the VPPA, PPA,
PPNC, and WPPI. Lisa is married with two children, two
stepchildren, and three grandchildren. She resides in Sutherlin,
VA.

Childrends Prog

Lisa Carter is well-known for her children’s photography. Lisa’s
eye and heart for children and families is captured through the
camera as you will see if you've ever gone to her website,
www.photobylisa.com.

Lisa says, “Keeping my business in my home has lots of appeal
and advantages. The children feel at ease and comfortable with
me in this environment. They have fun and remember the
experience and most of all they want to come back! This makes
for beautiful images! | have a wonderful outside studio (my
backyard) that has endless photo opportunities as well.”

Cathy Benton Photography
5709 Churchland Blvd.
Suite D

Portsmouth, VA

484-1777

From |-264 take exit 5, US-
17, Frederick Boulevard.
Turn left onto High Street
West go 3.3 miles. Turn
slight right onto Churchland
Boulevard. The studio is on
the left across from
Popeye’s.

From 1-664 take exit 9, VA-
164 toward Portsmouth.
Take Towne Point Rd. exit.
Merge right onto Towne
Point Road. Turn left onto
Churchland Blvd. The
studio is approx. % mile on
the right.

Tidewater District Member Gets Kudos
~ forVolunteer Work

"Photographer helps through donations

By Cathy Wilson
Staff Writer

In today’s political climate
where volunteering is encour-
aged throughout the country,
one lady puts her special tal-
ent to good use.

Pamela Page Hadden, a
professional photographer in
Virginia Beach who enjoys
a weekend home in Holiday
Island, donates her photog-
raphy services to her local
church and volunteer fire de-
partment.

In an article printed recent-
ly in the Virginia Profession-
al Photographers Association
(VPPA) magazine, Hadden
encouraged other profession-
als to donate their services to
a worthwhile organization as
well.

She says she donates her
services to Chapel on the
Sound Church and Bethel
Volunteer Firg Department
simply because it gives her
pleasure.

She photographs Vacation
Bible School at her church
and gives each child and
adult who attends a copy of
the VBS group shot. She also
captured enough pictures
during the three-day event to
show a slide show of VBS pic-
tures in the church one Sun-

day before the
worship ser-
vice started.
4! In addition,
she has pho-
| tographed
| church bap-
| tisms and giv-
| en each per-

son baptized

a picture of
that special day in their lives.

She also provides the
church pictures of its pastors
and deacons which are dis-
played in the church.

For her volunteer firefight-
ers, Hadden has not only
photographed group shots of
the department, but she also
photographed each firefighter
whose pictures are displayed
on the department’s Web site.
She also shoots training ex-
ercises for the department,
fundraisers, and installation
of new officers.

While she first began tak-
ing pictures as a child, it was
later in life when she realized
she loved photography.

“My grandmother bought
me my first camera, a Brown-
ie, when I was 12 years old,”
Hadden remembered. “Like
most professional photogra-
phers, it was the beginning
of a career that would take
place later in life. Through

the years, it was just a hobby
and I took a class at Common-
wealth School of Photography
and a few classes at Tidewater
Community College. When
1 was in my 40s working for
then Sovran Bank in Norfolk,
one of the vice presidents in
the trust department asked
me to photograph her wed-
ding. I did, but I was terrified.
The church was filled with
my coworkers ... I knew if I
messed up, I was sunk.”

But, Hadden didn’t sink. In-
stead, her first photography
engagement turned out just
fine, and eventually word got
out that she photographed
weddings.

“Plus I was cheap,” she
added. “My primary custom-
ers were couples who were
getting married on a shoe
string. The bride’s dresses
were either from a thrift store
or borrowed. This really gave
me a lot of practice and expe-
rience.”

Finally, at the age of 50,
Hadden realized what she
wanted to be when she grew
up: a professional photogra-
pher! She retired from her
career in banking in 2005, and

started her career in photog-
raphy.

“And I have not looked
back,” she pointed out. “T am
enjoying every minute of it.
Over the years I have donated
my services to many organi-
zations and have met some
wonderful people.” |

In the past, she has donated
her photography services
to the United Way, Bank of
America (former employer),
Candii House, and the Repub-
lican Party for various state
delegates and candidates for
congress.

She is also active in the
VPPA and has held various
offices and chairmanships in
that organization. She is also
a member of Professional
Photographers of America
and the National Association
of Photoshop Professionals.

Hadden, a wife, mother, and
grandmother, plans to make
Holiday Island her perma-
nent residence this spring.
She specializes in weddings,
family portraiture, and busi-
ness head shots. For more in-
formation, visit her Web site
at www.pamelapagephotogra-
phy.com.



http://www.photobylisa.com/

